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ABOUT

Our Values

AUTHENTIC LEADERSHIP - Serving and advocating for teachers 

COMMITMENT  – Committing to fellow science teachers educators and

to science education  

INCLUSIVE - Collaborating inclusively

INTEGRITY - Knowing and doing what is right. 

LIFELONG LEARNING – Promoting and modell ing l ifelong learning  

RESPONSIBILITY -  Embracing opportunities to contribute, lead and

learn  

Founded in 1951, The Science Teachers Association NSW Inc. inspires

Science Teachers and the learning of science in NSW, providing

leadership and promoting excellence in science education. We are an

association led by science educators who volunteer their time to foster

an environment of supportive collegiality.   

 

We are a hub for science educators across NSW, where teachers come

together to learn, network and discover.     

   

 

 

Our Vision 
To be a dynamic community of science educators inspiring future
scientists and citizens. 

Our Purpose 
To advance the teaching and learning of science across NSW through: 
- Fostering professional networking and nurturing a community of
science educators 
- Being leaders of excellence in science education; 
- Using our cross-sectoral voice to advocate for science education. 



2021 IN NUMBERS 

211 
Individuals

231 
Schools 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 MEMBERS

4,148 
SUBSCRIBERS

 
YOUNG 

SCIENTISTS
  

 
 

EVENT 
ATTENDANCE 

661 Students
800 projects 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

1,656 event 
attendees 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

SC IENCE  TEACHERS  ASSOC IAT ION  NSW  PAGE  1



MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT 

ANNUAL  REPORT

202 1

W e l c o m e  t o  t h e  S c i e n c e  T e a c h e r s '  A s s o c i a t i o n  A n n u a l  R e p o r t  f o r  2 0 2 1  

Another bri l l iant year fl ies by with so much
happening on all fronts. Another year of COVID
meant teachers had remote learning preparation and
delivery yet again. The Curriculum Review was
approved by the Minister and majority of
recommendations were enacted. We held our
outstanding 70th anniversary event, and STANSW
ran an amazing year of virtual professional
development for our amazing science teachers.  

We had to plan our events using a virtual delivery
system, which required many more hours from our
dedicated staff and volunteers. The feedback was
very positive especially for our rural and regional
colleagues who didn’t have to travel to Sydney at
enormous expense in both time and money. What an
achievement.  

We experimented with different styles of
conferences as each convenor and committee could
build their own design and this proved very
interesting for participants. Although I do wonder, at
the end of the year, how much fun we sti l l think
Zoom meetings are now?  

Our Executive Officer, Jane Powles, worked with us
for the year and helped to further strengthen our
governance accountabil it ies, develop a forward
thinking 5-year strategic plan and convened a full 7
days of partying with ‘7 Decades in 7 Days’ to
celebrate our anniversary. Whilst the original plan
were 7 FTF events, at the last minute all the
organising had to be converted to virtual events and
this was a very challenging and time consuming
responsibil ity which Jane and the team took on
happily and generously. Thank you Jane for helping
us to celebrate this milestone. Jane moved on at the
end of 2021 to a newer challenge and we wish her
very well . 

Once again, we spent the year housed at the PTC
offices with Maths, English and Geography teachers
associations. This is proving a beneficial arrangement
for all the associations and we look forward to
further expanding opportunities in the future. 

We honoured a long time STANSW volunteer, Rob
Hollows, with a Life Membership due to his extensive
service to the association. We nominated three of
our volunteers, Ashley Hanning, Deb de Ridder and
Oriana Miano for outstanding service awards at the
PTC awards night. All these wonderful teachers
deserved this recognition. 

STANSW was also the winner of the Education
Minister's 2021 Association of the Year Award for the
growth and professionalism displayed in the
governance of a not-for-profit association. We were
very excited to receive this award and many thanks
go to the STANSW Council lors and office staff for
their dedication and commitment to the association.  

I am pleased to say that we met the challenges of
the year and came out the other end exhausted but
proud of our teachers, our volunteers, our staff and
the dedicated teachers who give constantly to
improve student learning in science.  
 
.   
Margaret Shepherd                   
President                                    
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ACTIVITY REPORT

7 Decades in 7 Days:  10 - 22 August
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Celebrating our 70th Anniversary  

In 2021 we had an incredible National Science Week, celebrating our 70th Anniversary. Thanks to everyone

who joined us to explore the scientific and educational advancements that have taken place over the past 70

years. Our virtual 7 Decades in 7 Days included an expo of science education initiatives for members of

parliament, an Aboriginal Astronomy Lesson in partnership with Tribal Warrior, a session on the future of

energy, a celebration of women in science, and a virtual Friday night drinks at the Museum. Over 450 people

registered for our events across the week.



Meet the Markers 

In 2021 we held our annual Meet the Markers conference

online. With over 700 teachers from across the state

meeting with HSC markers of the new 2020 HSC Science

Exams, this event continued the to provide teachers with an

in-depth and current analysis of the exams.

The event included multiple sessions by the NESA team on

exam development and test item design, RAP analysis, NESA

marking processes, assessment, and using consistent grade

allocation. MTM has proven to be the must-attend annual

event for any ST6 teacher.

ACTIVITY REPORT
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Learning Opportunities and Professional
Development 

K-10 Conference

The STANSW K-10 Conference was the first conference

with a face-to-face element that was held by the

Association in over a year. Our in-person session at the

Botanic Gardens had the largest turnout from Primary

teachers in recent years, with over 30 Primary teachers

attending the event.

The session was well-attended by Secondary teachers, and

featured interactive workshops that made the most of the

beautiful surroundings and collegiate atmosphere in the

gardens. 



Stage 6 Conference 

Early Career, Leadership and Mentoring
In 2021, 33 early career teachers participated in Early Career 

 Teachers sessions across the year, held on 30 March, 16 June, 7

September and 20 October. 64% of teachers attending were from

Government Schools, with an mixture of representation from

Metro Sydney as well as regional NSW participating online.   

Leadership in Science courses were held on 27 April , 17 May, 27

July and 20 October.   We had 12 participants in the course, with

46% in their 6-12th year of teaching, 46% in their 13-20th year of

teaching and approximately 9% having taught for more than 20

years and at Proficient accreditation level.

The STANSW mentoring program brought together course

delegates from our Early Career Teachers and Leadership in

Science programs. 

Primary Teachers Network  

ACTIVITY REPORT
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Our Stage 6 Conference was held between 12 and 13 October

2021. The conference was divided into six course strands;

Biology, Chemistry, Earth and Environmental Science,

Investigating Science, Physics and Science Extension.  

We had 398 Registrations across the two days, during this

time we received a positive reception from delegates. A follow

up implementation session was held November 16, attended by

115 participants.  For those participants who attended the full

conference and the implementation session the Conference

was accredited.   

The STANSW Primary Teachers Network was highly successful

in 2021 and wil l be an ongoing program to allow primary

teachers to have a support network to share and gain ideas to

improve the teaching of Science & Technology within the

Primary school sector. All Primary Teachers are welcome,

involvement is free and we look forward to seeing old faces and

welcoming new. 



ACTIVITY REPORT
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Young Scientist Awards 
In what has been a tumultuous year, the Young Scientist

Committee remained agile to support as many students and

teachers to be able to submit projects to this years competition.

As a result deadlines were extended into late September, with

judging taking place online across October.    

Despite the challenges of the extended lockdown across many

parts of the state, we were pleased to receive close to 800

projects from 661 students. Our team of volunteer judges and the

Young Scientist organising committee worked overtime to

complete judging in record time. Congratulations are extended to

all students who entered – particularly for the perseverance they

demonstrated in completing work of such quality during this

pandemic.

   

The 2021 Young Scientist Awards were announced in a series of

online events that took place between Monday 22nd November

and Thursday 25th November with our 2021 keynote addressed

being delivered by Dr Jodi Rowley from the Australian Museum

and a number of messages being sent through from eminent

scientists from across the country, thanks to the Tall Poppy

Campaign. Details of all award winners as well as recordings of

the announcements can be found on the website

www.youngscientist.com.au. 

Congratulations goes to everyone who participated and to the

winners of the 2021 Young Scientist Awards, and thanks to the

many volunteers and sponsors who make this program possible.   

http://www.youngscientist.com.au/


PARTNERSHIPS, AFFILIATIONS &
SPONSORSHIPS

EVENT PARTNERS    CORPORATE PARTNERS
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W e  t h a n k  o u r  s u p p o r t e r s ,  w h o  p a r t n e r  w i t h  u s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  t o o  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e
v a l u e  o f  p r o v i d i n g  l e a d e r s h i p  a n d  s u p p o r t i n g  e x c e l l e n c e  i n  s c i e n c e  e d u c a t i o n .     

SECTOR PARTNERS

University of Technology Sydney

Royal Botanic Gardens Sydney 

NSW Office of the Chief Scientist and Engineer 

                                

BioZone

Sydney Water

Teach NSW 
                                

Office of the Chief Scientist

Tall Poppies Campaign 

Royal Australian Chemical Institute (RACI)   

Australian Institute of Physics

The Teachers' Guild of NSW

ANSTO

Sydney Water

ARC Centres of Excellence

  

                                

AFFILIATES 
 

Professional Teachers Council NSW

Australian Science Teachers Association

                              



PARTNERSHIPS & SPONSORSHIP

AARNet

ASBMB 

Australian Institute of Physics

Australian Skeptics

Australian Water Association

BHP Foundation 

Passionately Curious

RACI

Rowe Scientific

Selby Scientific

Step

Resero

Anonymous private donors

DPIE - Office of the Chief Scientist and Engineer

Society for Science- Broadcom Masters
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YOUNG SCIENTIST PARTNERS
 



GOVERNANCE 

SC IENCE  TEACHERS  ASSOC IAT ION  NSW  PAGE  9

ANNUAL  REPORT

202 1  

Executive  

The Science Teachers’ Association is led by a dedicated Council of science teachers and educators who

volunteer their time to manage the Association and are supported by committed staff in the office.      

Council lors formed sub-committees responsible for progressing specific aspects of the Strategic Plan in the areas

of Governance and Compliance, Marketing, and Teaching and Learning.  

Margaret Shepherd - President

Margaret been on the STASNW Council since 2001 and has served the Council in a range of

positions, including Council lor, Secretary, Vice-President and Treasurer. Margaret has worked

for 6 years as Science Adviser at Sydney Catholic Schools. Her expertise is in the field of adult

learning, working with teachers to support professional learning in areas of Physics, Chemistry

and Biology. She is also the lecturer in charge of Science Curriculum and Teaching at The

Australian Catholic University supporting pre-service science teachers. She is very passionate

about using inquiry in the classroom, assessment for learning, feedback, PEEL and engaging

students in their learning. 

Ashish Rao  - Treasurer 

Ashish is a Qualified Accountant currently employed as a Finance Manager for a large

manufacturing company and has broad finance knowledge and skil ls. His key attributes include

budgetary, financial management, management reporting and cost analytics. Ashish has been

appointed to the position of Treasurer and looks forward to providing assistance in relation to our

finance related activities.

Lauren McKnight - Vice-President
Lauren is a science educator in the Garvan Institute’s Kinghorn Centre for Clinical Genomics,
exploring and facil itating genetics education in school and community settings. Lauren completed
her PhD in the faculty of Medicine at Sydney University and has experience and a passion for
supporting scientific l iteracy in learners of all ages.



GOVERNANCE
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Council Members   

Susan Filan
Susan has worked in public and independent schools as a secondary science teacher. In addition
to teaching science, she ran a campus environment centre for pre-K - year 12 students. She has
experience in textbook writing, HSC marking and running teacher professional development. Susan
is currently employed as an Education Officer with Australian Earth Science Education.

Ashley Mulcahy 
Ashley Mulcahy has been a science teacher in NSW Public Schools since 2008. He has been an
active member of STANSW since 2013 and a member of council since 2019. Ash is currently
STEAM Coordinator at Glenmore Park High School, is passionate about environmental education and
is currently studying Masters of Zoology. His educational philosophy is not everyone wil l be a
scientist but everyone should have the opportunity to learn how a scientist thinks.

Life Members   

R. Cull 
M. Cullen 
Anna Davis  
A. Hukins 
 

Margaret Wood 
M. Watts 
Rob Hollow 

Jacqueline McCarthy
Jacqueline is currently primary school science specialist at Abbotsleigh, having transferred there
from Sydney Grammar. She is a qualified primary and secondary teacher specialising in agriculture.
Prior to specialising in Primary Teaching Jac was engaged by the Royal Agricultural Society as their
Education manager. She is passionate about nurturing the curiosity of primary aged students.

N. Kelly 
Brett McKay 
I. McKean 
 
 

J. Pendlebury 
Jim Scott 
Margaret Shepherd 
R. Stanhope 

Julie Rogers 

I am rel. deputy principal and substantive head of science/careers at Lucas Heights community

school  a DET K-12 school in southern Sydney. I have benefited from quality professional learning

provided by STANSW since my initial year of teaching and that is now 30 years ago. I joined the

council to give back to the profession, to pass on my knowledge and contribute to the development

of teachers. 

Kathryn Newton
Kathryn is a passionate, dedicated Science educator located in Newcastle. Having worked in public
schools, she has experience teaching Junior Science, Biology, Investigating Science and Physics, as
well as working casually for NESA. Kathryn convenes the Hunter Head Teacher network for Science
and believes that together we need to support and encourage all Australians to engage in l ifelong
learning to eradicate fake news, to think critically and rationally. 

Sue Coleman
Sue has been a teacher, education leader in teacher training, policy, syllabus development for a
diverse range of students. She was a pioneer in teaching HSC Chemistry and Biology as well as 7-
10 Science by distance when it was thought impossible, we know better now. She is committed to
supporting teachers in this environment of change and hopefully making the transition as seamless
as possible.   



Susan Filan - Convenor

Lauren McKnight - Convenor

Roslyn Mahrous

Michelle Lucas

Sophie Poisel

Margaret Shepherd - Convenor

Kathryn Newton 

Ashley Mulcahy 

K-10 Conference 

Julie Rogers - Convenor 
Sue Colman
Jason Borg
Ashley Hanning
Amy Ayres
Susan Filan 

ORGANISING COMMITTEE MEMBERS
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Meet the Markers    

Stage 6 Conference 

Mentoring 

Ashley Mulcahy 

Margaret Shepherd

Primary Teachers Network

Jacqueline McCarthy

We thank all science educators who have contributed to excellence in science
education either, as an Organising Committee member or one of the hundreds of
teachers who have presented at one of our conferences or contributed to our
Science Education News journal. 

We welcome involvement from all teachers and educators in our Organising
Committees and conferences.  If you would l ike to be involved please contact us.  

Young Scientist 

Anjali Rao

Ann Hanna

Daisy Kong

Edwina Hine

Elizabeth O'Connor

Firth Garth

James Cleaver

Leonard Cheung 

Matthew McKenzie

Phil ippa Mil ler 

Sian Ware

Stuart Garth



 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
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     PO  BOX  699  L IDCOMBE ,  NSW  1 825 W :STANSW .ASN .AU       P :9763  275 1

 

ABN :44  677  048  086  


